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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-789
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission
Date of Introduction: October 13, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: October 15, 2009
Type of Action: Designation of historic landmark

Bill Summary: The bill designates the St. Johns Apartments at 311 West Ashley Street (corner of North Julia Street) as a historic landmark structure, directs the Zoning Administrator to enter the designation in the Zoning Atlas and directs the Council Secretary to have the listing entered into the public records.  The designation determines that the structure qualifies for historic designation by meeting at least 3 of the 7 designation criteria: its value as a significant reminder of cultural, historical, architectural or archaeological heritage of the City, state or nation; its identification as the work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual work has influenced the development of the City, state or nation; and its suitability for preservation.
Background Information:  The St. Johns Apartments was built in 1950 in the Art Moderne style.  It was the first major high-rise construction project in Jacksonville since the Florida land rush of the 1920s and was designed by the famous architectural firm of Marsh and Saxelbye.  It was the first high-rise residence in downtown Jacksonville.  The 16-story building has 210 residential units and has been continuously occupied since its construction.  Exterior renovations and alterations have been minimal, so the building generally retains its 1950 appearance.
Policy Impact Area: Historic landmark designation
Fiscal Impact: None to the City
Analyst: Clements
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